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The Islamic State has recruited thousands of foreign jihadi fighters from Europe and Asia, according to a new report. In its "Global Terror Database," compiled by the Soufan Group, the U.S.-based think tank identified some 1,300 extremist fighters from
more than 40 countries. That number comes on top of the nearly 4,400 recruits known to be from European countries alone. In addition, data collected by Soufan indicates that at least 670 of those returning European fighters have been killed in Syria.

“Today, Europe is home to one of the largest terrorist recruitment pools in the world,” the report warns. "Without permanent institutional reform, it will remain so." The vast majority of those fighters, from the most prestigious Western countries to Saudi
Arabia, hail from North Africa and the Middle East. The Soufan report singles out France and Germany as the countries most susceptible to radicalization and terrorist attack. A total of 115 extremist fighters were from Germany, a number that includes

one who is believed to be the mastermind of an attack on a Christmas market in Berlin last year, along with attacks on headlines. From France, 75 fighters were identified, including convicts, immigrants and freed prisoners. The report singles out several
extremists, including Alexandre Bissonnette, one of the soldiers of the Bataclan theater massacre in Paris in November, 2015. More importantly, however, as for France, the report states that "the French government has so far failed to either apprehend

or eliminate the majority of French fighters. It has destroyed the nation's policing apparatus and is currently at war in Mali." "Europe's failure to reverse the jihadist tide will result in more attacks, both on its territory and within its borders," the report
warns. "The newly-minted Islamic State Caliphate proves that it is not prepared to play by international rules, and that it has no intention of disintegrating anytime soon." The Soufan Group has based its report on three sources: publicly available data

from the Syrian Electronic Army; data reported by a freelance journalist in the besieged Syrian city of Aleppo; and an unnamed source who remains in contact with imprisoned jihadists. For security reasons, the sources had to be unidentified. The report
found that the majority of foreign fighters appear to come from Chechnya, followed by
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