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PackÂ .Zimbabwe’s army has shot down a helicopter that was apparently carrying South African mercenaries into the country. Three individuals in uniform
were killed during the exchange of fire, the army said on Twitter early on Sunday. The aerial engagement between Zimbabwean troops and the

mercenaries, who have been operating in the country since last week, came after they attacked a military base in an area north of the capital, Harare. The
mercenaries were believed to be trying to destabilise the country by supporting opposition leader Emmerson Mnangagwa, who was elected president last
month following the resignation of Robert Mugabe, the country’s 93-year-old president, in November. The mercenaries “were attempting to gain access to

the farms when they were intercepted and engaged by the military,” the army said in its statement. The airport in Harare was shut down “as a
precautionary measure”, the statement added. #ZimbabweOperations @OfficialAPR: The situation remained calm following an incident where a helicopter
has been shot down. Troops are engaged in an exchange of fire with the gunmen. The situation is under control. — Reuters Top News (@Reuters) January
7, 2018 On Friday, Zimbabwean president Emmerson Mnangagwa warned that there would be consequences if his country was disrupted by mercenaries.

“If they do not stop, they are putting lives at risk. If there are problems, there will be consequences,” he said at the inauguration of a fire station in
Mhanda, a rural area near the capital. Mnangagwa’s comments came after two foreign nationals were captured by the
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